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1. The Odyssey by Homer--translated by Stanley Lombardo; ISBN #: 0-87220-484-7
2. The Epic of Gilgamesh--attached
3. The House on Mango Street by Sandra Cisneros; ISBN #: 0-679-73477-5 or
978-0-329-57244-0
At the beginning of the school year, we will discuss the above listed works. There will
be a test on Odyssey on the first day of class. Therefore, please make sure you have
read it when you return from summer break.
We will not get to The House on Mango Street until a few weeks into the semester. It's a
short novel, so you will not need as much time to get this one finished. In other words,
yes, you can wait until school starts to read it. It takes most students just a few hours to
get through.
THE ODYSSEY AND THE HOUSE ON MANGO STREET:
For The Odyssey and The House on Mango Street, you will create reductions similar to
the one you created for Mrs. Riedmaier’s class. Attached, you will find my expectations.
Each reduction should be on a separate sheet of paper.
Reductions are a wonderful way to condense a novel, especially one that you might need
to use again. In this case, both of the novels frequently appear on the AP Exam that most
of you will take during your senior year. Keep these reductions until then, and you will
have an excellent study tool for the exam. You should also keep any that you have done
in Mrs. Riedmaier's class because the novels you read for her also show up on the AP
exam.
Due date for Odyssey reduction: Monday, August 14 (A day) and Tuesday, August 15 (B
day).
Due date for The House on Mango Street reduction: To Be Announced (I will tell you
when I see you. You will have plenty of time.)
We will get into thorough discussions of both of the novels during the course of first
semester.

THE EPIC OF GILGAMESH
You will find below a list of questions for this epic poem that must be typed. They are
due on Monday, August 14 (A) and Tuesday, August 15 (B). We will be using them for
discussion, so bring a hard copy.
● Double-space, 12 point font, Times New Roman or Cambria
● Be thorough, although concise: Answers should run between 8-12 sentences.
Sentences should be complex; use the skills you learned in Mrs. Riedmaier’s
class.
● Note: Do not answer the questions within the packet.
1. The Epic of Gilgamesh is very old. We read it through many different cultural filters, as
well as through translation. Try to think of the epic for a moment outside of its historical
context and cultural contingencies. Think of the work simply as a story. What can you
say about it simply as a story with some meaning? In other words, what is the point of it?
2. Gilgamesh was two-thirds god and one-third man. What conflict might derive from such
a combination?
3.

What is the significance of Gilgamesh's tyranny and his fighting against gods and
goddess?

4. Can you recognize a pattern of growth in the story of Gilgamesh's quest? Describe
this pattern briefly.
5. What is the relationship between Gilgamesh and Enkidu? Analyze the complexity and
deeply felt nature of the relationship. On what is it based?
6. What purpose does the "flood" serve in The Epic of Gilgamesh?
7.

When the snake steals the plant of youth, why doesn't Gilgamesh return for more?

8. What insight into life can we gain from reading this epic?
9. The epic begins as it ends, with a description of the mighty walls around Uruk. What has
Gilgamesh learned, and how did he learn it? How has Gilgamesh, the greatest king of
Uruk, developed as a person? Has he attained wisdom? How is wisdom defined here?

Recap of what’s due on August 14 and 15:
● Odyssey reduction
● Epic of Gilgamesh questions (You do not have to do the packet questions.)
What can wait: The House on Mango Street

