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Dear Community Member,

This report card provides a snapshot of MCHS District 111, summarizing data from different sources and over the last few years. Know that 
the data summarized in the report card represents only a portion of the data examined by teachers and administrators in the ongoing process 
of school improvement. 

Parents can partner with Minooka Community High School to improve learning results and maximize students’ experiences during the high 
school years. This can be done by continuing to take an active interest in their children’s course selections and grades, becoming involved in 
school related activities, focusing family discussions on the shifting responsibility for learning to the learner as children become young adults, 
and by initiating communication with teachers via PowerSchool, e-mail, or telephone.

For our part, we will continue to plan and make decisions that will create opportunities for students, work to learn and grow as a professional 
staff to better meet the needs of individual students, manage our resources for today and tomorrow, and be responsive to the community.

School Improvement Efforts & Student Learning

While NCLB benchmarks student learning against a rising target, we benchmark our results against our mission of continuous improvement – 
helping more students achieve at higher levels. For the 2007-2008 school year, Minooka Community High School (MCHS) met the Adequate 
Yearly Progress (AYP) benchmark as an overall group in reading and math.  In addition, even though the State of Illinois does not keep track 
of Illinois high school students’ progress in Science and Writing, MCHS also made the overall benchmark in these areas. Within the PSAE, 
MCHS has once again maintained a higher composite ACT score than the State of Illinois.

Data analysis resulted in the identifi cation of specifi c needs for some of our incoming 9th Grade students. Some students struggle due to 
reading problems, while others struggle with basic algebra concepts. Reading diffi culty not only impedes school work, it is an essential life skill 
for all citizens. Algebra success is a gateway to higher level math skills, as well as science and the logic of problem-solving. While the school 
report card measures of these efforts will not be seen until these students take the Prairie State test in 11th Grade, local assessment will track 
their skill development and be used to refi ne the curriculum.

• Read 180 has been assigned to those 9th Grade students who need stronger reading skills.
• Double-block Algebra I has been assigned to those students who need stronger Algebra skills.
• MCHS continues use of the EPAS system for progress monitoring and goal setting as students approach the ACT in 11th Grade. 

The EPAS testing program, which utilizes the EXPLORE, PLAN, and ACT tests for freshmen, sophomores, and juniors, continues to 
be one of the cornerstones of our data-driven decision-making process toward school improvement.

• Committees are being utilized to examine student course failures and to determine what alternative methods our staff can create to 
decrease the number of students failing courses.

• The MCHS School Improvement Team continues to research school data and identify strategies to improve the safe and secure 
learning environment. In addition

The Financial Picture

We provide the following analysis and information to clarify the true fi nancial picture 
of District 111. Thoughtful resource allocation with student safety and learning, 
and working within our means are core values in managing our school funds. The 
graph contained in the report card on Page 2 uses a curious coding when lumping 
spending together. We have reprinted the graph (pictured to the right), and omitted 
the spending associated for the one-time cost of construction of the new school. 
The graph provides an accurate account of how we budget for the ongoing costs of 
educating students. Here is the true picture .

Sincerely,

David Middleton, Ph.D.
Superintendent
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