MINOOKA COMMUNITY HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT 111

Central Campus South Campus

301 W. Wabena Ave. 26655 W. Eames St.
Minooka, IL 60447 — Channahon, IL 60410
Office: 815-467-2140 MINANKA Office: 815-521-4001
Fax: 815-467-2431 Fax: 815-467-6120

January 13,2009
Dear Incoming Freshman and Parents/Guardians:

Welcome to Minooka Community High School! The MCHS staff wants you to experience four successful years of
high school that will prepare you for whatever future path you choose--college, vocational training, or career.

One of the first decisions you will need to make regarding your high school education involves choosing the
appropriate classes. The English, Math, Science, Social Studies, and Art Departments offer both regular and honors
courses to fulfill students' needs and challenge their academic abilities. These courses will prepare students for college
and professional/vocational fields. Each honors course is designed to challenge those students who excel.

If you elect to take regular classes, you need only complete the registration forms provided by the high school
counselors when they visit your school.

If you wish to enroll in honors courses, you need to complete these steps:

1. Obtain an application packet by doing one of the following:
* downloading & printing at www.MCHS .net.
¢ picking up application materials at your Junior High’s main office.
e calling (815) 521-4199 to have an application packet mailed to home.

2. Complete the student profile, student survey, and parent survey.
3. A) Complete the Honors Geometry Math Application and return it with the signature of your child’s current 8"
grade math teacher.

B) Complete a Math Skills Test for Honors Geometry placement. (see page 2 of this letter for details)

4. Complete the essays on the appropriate writing prompt if you are applying for Honors English I and/or Honors
World History.

5. Complete a Science Skills Test for Honors Biology placement. (see page 2 of this letter for details)
6. Complete portfolio requirements if you are applying for Honors Intro to Art.

7. If you wish to apply for any of the honors courses, your application materials must be
received at MCHS by January 30,2009. Mail all completed forms to:

Mrs. Kathy Fairbairn

Minooka Community High School — South Campus
26655 W. Eames St.

Channahon, IL 60410



Additional criteria considered for acceptance into the honors program are:

1.

4.

5.

Maintain at least a B average for the current academic school year in the subject area(s) for which you are
applying.

Complete the appropriate writing assignment(s) on the enclosed writing prompt(s), and/or turn in an art portfolio
to your art teacher.

*  Students applying for Honors Biology will also take a Science skills test, which will be administered, on
Saturday, February 7, 2009 or Saturday, February 14,2009. The test will be administered at 9:00 a.m. in
the Biology labs at Minooka Community High School-South Campus. Students will be assigned
alphabetically to a classroom. Register for the test at 815-467-4388 or email dengel@mchs.net by January
28,2009. Please bring a #2 pencil with you on the day of the test.

¢ Students applying for Honors Geometry will also take a Math skills test, which will be administered, on
Saturday, February 7, 2009 or Saturday, February 14,2009. The test will be administered at 10:00 a.m.
in room 120 at Minooka Community High School-South Campus. Register for the test at 815-467-4053 or
email scapodice @mchs.net by January 28,2009. Please bring a #2 pencil with you on the day of the test.

Reading and English scores on the Explore test should be a minimum of 18 if you are applying for English I
Honors, Honors World History, and/or Biology Honors.

Students applying for Biology Honors must have scored a minimum of 18 on the Science portion of the Explore
test.

Students applying for Honors Geometry must have scored a minimum of 20 on the Math portion of the Explore
test.

Explore score results will be distributed at Minooka Community High School during Incoming Freshman
Night on January 20, 2009.

Be recommended by your 8th grade teacher(s).

During review of applications, additional information may be requested.

After your credentials have been reviewed and evaluated, you will be notified of your recommended placement. Your
math placement notification will come from your 8" grade math teacher.

We hope that you, along with your parents/guardians, will consider the available options before making choices. Your
high school experience will be greatly enhanced by selecting classes that will not only challenge you, but also
adequately prepare you for the future.

Please feel free to contact any of the MCHS Guidance Department members at 815-521-4001, your junior high
counselors, or us if you have questions about these important decisions. We look forward to having you join us at
Minooka Community High School next fall!

Sincerely,
Cheryl Pillsbury Carolynn Bartolotta Glenda Smith
Instructional Leader Instructional Leader Instructional Leader
English Department Fine Arts Department Social Studies Department
Phone: 815-521-4384 Phone: 815-521-4395 Phone: 815-521-4201
E-mail: cpillsbury@mchs.net E-mail: cbartolotta@mchs .net E-mail: gsmith@mchs .net

Shawn Capodice Donna Engel

Instructional Leader Instructional Leader

Math Department Science Department

Phone: 815-521-4053 Phone: 815-521-4388

E-mail: scapodice@mchs.net E-mail: dengel@mchs.net




MINOOKA COMMUNITY HIGH SCHOOL
FRESHMAN HONORS PROGRAM
STUDENT PROFILE

DIRECTIONS: Please print or type the following information.

Last Name (Student) First Middle
Street/P.O. Box

City State Zip Code

( )

Telephone Number

Last Name (Parent/Guardian) First

Please check each of the honors programs for which you are applying:

English Math Science Social Studies Art
Junior High  (must be filled in) 8" Grade Language Arts Teacher
Street/P.O. Box 8" Grade Reading Teacher
City State Zip Code 8™ Grade Social Studies Teacher
( )

Telephone Number 8™ Grade Math Teacher

8" Grade Science Teacher

8" Grade Art Teacher

MAIL THIS FORM, WITH YOUR APPLICATION MATERIALS, TO

MRS. KATHY FAIRBAIRN.



MINOOKA COMMUNITY HIGH SCHOOL
FRESHMAN HONORS PROGRAM
STUDENT SURVEY

Applicant Name

(Last) (Print) (First)

Please answer the following questions to assist us in properly placing you in classes for
next year.
Please Circle

Work Ethic (4 being the highest)
Are you a self-starter? 1 2 3 4
Do you work carefully and accurately? 1 2 3 4
Do you complete work on time? 1 2 3 4
Are you a goal setter? 1 2 3 4

Do you demonstrate responsible planning and follow-through
in daily assignments and special projects? 1 2 3 4

Problem-Solving Ability

Are you a good problem solver? 1 2 3 4

Are you willing to persevere on a problem? 1 2 3 4

Are you creative? 1 2 3 4
Attitude

Do you have a positive attitude toward school and learning? 1 2 3 4

Do you work well in a group? 1 2 3 4

Do you demonstrate confidence when approaching new or

challenging projects or materials? 1 2 3 4
Are you open to input of others? 1 2 3 4
Do you demonstrate consideration toward others? 1 2 3 4

OVER



Skills

Do you communicate (listen & speak) well? 1
Do you communicate your ideas well in writing? 1
Do you take notes? 1
Do you thoroughly complete reading assignments? 1
Are you organized? 1
Do you study in a systematic way? 1
Do you routinely read books for pleasure? 1
Do you routinely read magazines or newspapers? 1

Do you feel that you have the academic ability and drive
to successfully participate in our honors program? 1

2

MAIL THIS FORM, WITH YOUR APPLICATION MATERIALS, TO

MRS. KATHY FAIRBAIRN.



MINOOKA COMMUNITY HIGH SCHOOL
FRESHMAN HONORS PROGRAM
PARENT SURVEY

Applicant Name
(Last) (Print) (First)

Your son/daughter is a potential candidate for honors classes at MCHS. Would you please
answer the following questions about your child in order to assist us in properly placing him/her
in classes for next year?

Please Circle

(4 being the highest)

Is your child a self-starter? 1 2 3 4
Does your child work carefully and accurately? 1 2 3 4
Does your child complete his/her work on time? 1 2 3 4
Is your child a goal setter? 1 2 3 4
Does your child demonstrate responsible planning and follow-through 1 2 3 4
in daily assignments and special projects?

Is your child a good problem solver? 1 2 3 4
Is your child willing to persevere on a problem? 1 2 3 4
Does your child demonstrate creativity? 1 2 3 4
Does your child have a positive attitude toward school and learning? 1 2 3 4
Does your child demonstrate confidence when approaching new or

challenging projects or materials? 1 2 3 4
Does your child have a good attendance record? 1 2 3 4
Does your child communicate (listen & speak) well? 1 2 3 4
Does your child communicate ideas well in writing? 1 2 3 4
Is your child organized? 1 2 3 4
Does your child readily and thoroughly complete reading assignments? 1 2 3 4
Does your child study in a systematic way? 1 2 3 4

Does your child readily read books, magazines, or newspapers for pleasure? 1 2 3 4

Do you feel that your child has the academic ability and drive to
successfully participate in our honors program? 1 2 3 4

MAIL THIS FORM, WITH YOUR APPLICATION MATERIALS, TO
MRS. KATHY FAIRBAIRN.



MINOOKA COMMUNITY HIGH SCHOOL
HONORS GEOMETRY
MATH APPLICATION

Your math placement will be determined by your grade and level of math completed in
8™ grade along with Explore Scores and placement test score.

Last Name First Middle

Address /PO Box

City Zip Code

Telephone Number

Last Name (Parent/Guardian) First

Junior High State

List the class that you are currently enrolled in and the grade/percentages you received

for 1% and2™quarter:

Junior High Math Teacher — Name (please print)

Junior High Math Teacher Signature

Your 8" grade math teacher will notify you of your placement. You will
not receive a letter of acceptance. Your placement is your grade in
Algebra I, Explore score, and placement test score.

MAIL THIS FORM TO MRS. KATHY FAIRBAIRN, MINOOKA COMMUNITY
HIGH SCHOOL-SOUTH CAMPUS, 26655 W. EAMES ST. CHANNAHON, IL 60447



ENGLISH WRITING PROMPT

DIRECTIONS:

Choose one of the writing prompts listed below and write a formal, multi-paragraph
essay in response. Be sure to include a well-developed thesis statement followed by
specific and detailed support. Word process your essay and attach the assignment
sheet, complete with your signature, to the front.

1.

Your city council is considering a curfew that would make it illegal for teenagers to
be out on the streets after 10 p.m. on weekdays or after midnight on weekends. What
is your position on this issue? Write an essay that would convince the city council to
agree with you. Be sure to support your position with detailed reasons.

Your local school board is considering requiring students to take part in community
service programs in order to graduate. What is your position concerning this issue?
Write an essay stating your position and supporting it with convincing reasons. Be
sure to explain your reasons in detail.

. Your principal is considering a new grading policy that replaces letter or number

grades on report cards with pass or fail. What is your position concerning this issue?
Write an essay stating your position and supporting it with convincing reasons. Be
sure to explain your reasons in detail.

(Prompts courtesy of Holt, Rinehart and Winston.)

(Print) Last Name First Middle

My signature indicates that the attached essay is of my own creation.

Applicant’s Signature:

Date:




Social Studies Writing Prompt
Pick an important Historical figure that is not a figure from U.S. History that
you would like to meet. After you have stated who it is you would like to
meet, explain why you would like to meet him or her. Provide a brief
biography of the person in your explanation. Describe the setting you would
meet this person in. (the park, your favorite restaurant etc.) Explain what it
is you would talk about with this person, what would you ask him or her?
How do you think the meeting would go? Tell how meeting him or her
would change your life or affect you as a person. Finally, explain how your
historical figure would react to this quote: “Ask not what your country can
do for you, but what you can do for your country.”

Format:

Paragraph 1 — Statement of historical figure/ explanation

Paragraph 2 — Biography

Paragraph 3 — What you would talk about/ questions you would ask
Paragraph 4 — How the meeting would go and how it would change you
Paragraph 5 — How your figure would react to the quote

For the biographical portion of this essay, please do some research in print
and on-line sources, and support your information with parenthetical
citations that indicate where the information you are providing came from.
Provide a works cited page at the end of your essay to list the sources you
used. It is our expectation that you will use, cite, and list three sources. Be
very careful not to plagiarize. The work on this assignment should be in
your own words, even though some of the information/ideas came from
other sources. We check your citations and have, in the past, denied
admissions to the honors program on the basis of significant portions of
essays being plagiarized. Your essay should be word processed. The Social
Studies Department does not consider Wikipedia to be an appropriate
source.

(Print) Last Name First Middle
My signature below indicates that the attached essay is of my own creation.

Applicant’s Signature

Date




Social Studies Writing Prompt Rubric

Introduction
Attention getter, historical figure clearly stated, historical figure from world/European
history, clear explanation as to why person chosen
5 10 15 20

Biography

Covers the person’s entire lifetime, highlights their most important achievements,
parenthetical citations included
5 10 15 20

Questions
Creative setting, related to individual, provides 5 well thought out questions to ask that
would prompt an intelligent conversation and provide credible and interesting
information for the chosen person, demonstrates creativity
5 10 15 20

Outcome
Analyzes how the meeting would develop, Provides specifics — not just “empty”
statements, Explains the implications of this meeting to their life or the world in general
2 4 6 8 10

Quote
Demonstrates understanding of the quote and how it related to the chosen person, shows
analytic skills in applying the quote to who the person is historically, provides summative
statement or clincher
5 10 15 20

Mechanics
Typed, 12 point font, double spaced, Works Cited, three sources —book, encyclopedia,
internet, little to no spelling/grammatical errors, follows format
2 4 6 8 10

Total: /100



Honors Intro to Art
Entrance Portfolio Requirements
The applicant portfolio must contain five original works of art created and completed by the
student applicant. Artwork may contain assigned school projects or personal creations completed

outside of school.

Required artwork:

No. of Category Description
pieces
3 Black & white drawings from A realistic still life (a group of inanimate objects
direct observation place in an interesting arrangement) or portrait using

ink, pencil or charcoal. This may not be copied
from a photograph or magazine.

1 Black & white drawing from A creative and original subject/composition (the
imagination way the subject matter has been put together) using
ink, pencil or charcoal.
1 Drawing or painting from A creative and original subject/composition using a
imagination medium of your choice. This may include color.

*original = from imagination or direct observation, not a copy from a book, magazine, artwork, etc.
*media = graphite pencil, color pencil, charcoal, pastel, paint, etc.

Student artwork should show successful use of composition, proportion, and shading. Please do NOT
submit anything in the style of Anime.

On the back of each artwork, you MUST print your name and the category to which it belongs.
(Ex. John Smith — black & white drawing from direct observation)

Artwork must NOT be rolled or folded.

This form must be attached to your portfolio and turned into your junior high art teacher. The high school
art teachers will make arrangements to review the portfolios. Students from other than Channahon,
Minooka, and Troy must turn their portfolios to the main office at MINOOKA HIGH SCHOOL.
*Portfolio is due on Tuesday, February 17, 2009.

If you have any questions, contact Mrs. Bartolotta at cbartolotta@mchs.net or 815-521-4395.

My signature indicates that the attached portfolio contains artwork that is original and of my own
creation.

Applicant’s signature
Print applicant’s name
Junior high school name
Date




HONOR PROGRAM
APPLICATION CHECKLIST

If you wish to apply for any of the honors courses, your completed
application packet must be received at MCHS — SOUTH CAMPUS by
January 30, 2009.

Please use this checklist as a guideline for completeness.

___ Student Profile

____Parent Survey

__Student Survey

____ English Writing Prompt (if applicable)

_____Honors World History Prompt (if applicable)

______Honors Geometry application

____Schedule mandatory math skills test with Shawn
Capodice by email: scapodice @mchs.net or phone

(815) 521-4053 by January 28, 2009. No walk-
ins will be accepted on the test day.

_ Art Portfolio (if applicable)
_ Schedule mandatory science test with Donna
Engel by email: dengel @mchs.net or phone
(815) 521-4388 by January 28, 2009. No walk-
ins will be accepted on the test day.







